Matching for Success:  Coordinating Assessment Results and a Comprehensive Course of Study*


It is early May, the flowers are blooming, the birds are singing, and you received the news that another student will be added to your roster this week.  The student in question, Trevor Transition, has just transferred from another state.  He was 15 years old on May 1st and will be entering 9th grade next year.


You are a member of the IEP team that is responsible for planning Trevor’s course of study.  Your school has a work experience program, operated by special education, and regular career and technical education programs (including a multi-occupations program).  Students on IEPs are served through a number of teaching arrangements, from co-teaching in general education classes to services received in a resource room setting.


Join with us now as we travel with Trevor through the next years of his life.  We will attempt to find the best match between his strengths, needs, preferences, and interests and his postsecondary expectations in the areas of living, learning, and working.

Data From Previous Placement

The following data are all that were found in Trevor’s file.  The only objective on Trevor’s IEP focused on increasing his reading level by 1 ½ grade levels.  The state from which Trevor moved did not focus on transition planning until the age of 16, so there were no transition-related objectives or activities.

Age:  15 years, as of May 1st 

Family:  Mother is remarried.  Trevor lives with mother and stepfather, with two other children (ages 4 and 6) in the home.

Physical condition:  Good; no observable physical limitations

Height and weight:  5’ 7” tall; 135 lbs.

Education:  Trevor progressed through general education up through 6th grade.  At that point he began receiving special education services.  In grades 7 and 8 Trevor received most of his education in general education classes taught collaboratively by a general education and special education teacher.  He was also enrolled in a reading strategies class taught by the special education teacher to address his IEP goal and to assist with general education courses. 

Accommodations provided included: teacher assistance with reading lengthy reading assignments or those written above his grade level; Kurzweil computer program that reads text to students, extended time for reading assignments, tests read to him, calculator for math, clarification of directions, and shortened assignments for reading that still covered core concepts.

Disability:  Mild; Eligible for Special Education Services

Functioning Level:  Curriculum-based assessment results indicated the following – as compared to students in his previous school –


Reading – 4th grade level


Math – 7th grade level

Previous Work Experience:  Miscellaneous farm work, lawn mowing, and snow shoveling

Interests:  Sports

Postsecondary Expectation in Living:  Own home in a big city
Postsecondary Expectation in Learning:  University of Kansas (Playing on the Jayhawk basketball team)

Postsecondary Expectation in Working:  Professional basketball player

Phase I:  Going into 9th Grade (15 Years Old)

1. Consult Trevor’s packet (Phase I only) to determine the information that the IEP team collected soon after Trevor entered your school—while he was still in the 8th grade.  After reviewing the assessment information that was gathered, determine what you know about Trevor up to this point.  Complete the Assessment Summary and Positive Personal Profile for going into Grade 9.

2. What courses and activities (including career exploration) do you think Trevor needs in Grade 9 in order to obtain the knowledge and skills he needs to pursue his life vision?  Complete the Projected Course of Study Planning Tool section for Grade 9.

STOP!!! PLEASE WAIT FOR GROUP DISCUSSION AND FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS!!!

Phase II:  Going into 10th Grade (16 Years Old)

1. Curriculum-based assessment results indicated the following—as compared to students in the school where you work:  Reading—5th grade level; Math—8th grade, 3 months.

2. Consult Trevor’s packet (Phase II) to determine the additional information that the IEP team collected during Trevor’s 9th grade year.  After reviewing the assessment information that was gathered, determine what you know about Trevor up to this point.  Complete the Assessment Summary and Positive Personal Profile for going into Grade 10.

3. What courses and activities (including career exploration or work experience) do you think Trevor needs in Grade 10 in order to obtain the knowledge and skills he needs to pursue his postsecondary expectations?  Complete the Projected Course of Study Planning Tool section for Grade 10.

STOP!!! PLEASE WAIT FOR GROUP DISCUSSION AND FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS!!!

Phase III:  Going into 11th Grade (17 Years Old)

1. Curriculum-based assessment results indicated the following—as compared to students in the school where you work:  Reading—6th grade, 2 months; Math—9th grade..

2. Consult Trevor’s packet (Phase III) to determine the additional information that the IEP team collected during his 10th grade year.  After reviewing the assessment information that was gathered, determine what you know about Trevor up to this point.  Complete the Assessment Summary and Positive Personal Profile for going into Grade 12.

3. What courses and activities (including work experience) do you think Trevor needs in Grade 11 in order to obtain the knowledge and skills he needs to pursue his postsecondary expectations?  Complete the Projected Course of Study Planning Tool section for Grade 11.

STOP!!! PLEASE WAIT FOR GROUP DISCUSSION AND FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS!!!

Phase IV: Going into 12th Grade (18 Years Old)

1 Curriculum-based assessment results indicated the following—as compared to students in the school where you work:  Reading—6th grade, 8 months; Math—9th grade, 8 months.

2 Consult Trevor’s packet (Phase IV) to determine the additional information that the IEP team collected during his 11th grade year.  After reviewing the assessment information that was gathered, determine what you know about Trevor up to this point.  Complete the Assessment Summary and Positive Personal Profile for going into Grade 12.

3 What courses and activities (including work experience) do you think Trevor needs in Grade 12 in order to obtain the knowledge and skills he needs to pursue his postsecondary expectations?  Complete the Projected Course of Study Planning Tool section for Grade 12.

STOP!!! PLEASE WAIT FOR GROUP DISCUSSION!!!
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