Transition Assessment Techniques*

Analysis of Background Information

· Review existing records

· Go outside the “cum” folder

· Consider developing a transition portfolio

· Give the student a chance in the new environment

Interviews

· Conduct with student, family members, former teachers, friends, counselors, other support staff, and former employers or training sponsors

· Have at least some initial structured questions

· Be prepared to probe for additional information

· Avoid leading the interviewee or signaling your reaction to statements

Standardized Instruments

· “Paper & pencil” tests

· Can be norm-referenced or criterion-referenced

· Consider reliability and validity

· Farthest removed from actual living, learning, and working environments

Curriculum-Based Assessment Techniques

· Based upon the curriculum

· Criterion-Referenced tests

· Curriculum-Based measurement

· Portfolio assessment

Performance Samples

· Structured activity involving tasks and materials which are identical or similar to those in an actual living, learning, or working environment

· Develop a standard set of directions, tasks, materials, and key behaviors to observe

· Conditions can be controlled

Behavior Observation Techniques

· Involves observing and recording behavior in living, learning, or working environments

· Techniques can be used as part of other transition assessment techniques

· Observations should be shared with students.  Students should then be asked to provide their feedback.

Situational Assessments

· The systematic observation process for evaluating behaviors in an actual environment which resembles as closely as possible the individual’s future living, learning or working environment

· Use systematic methods of recording behaviors—such as rating scales, behavioral observation techniques

· Interview students to determine what they liked and did not like about the experience.

*Taken from Sitlington, P. L., Neubert, D. A, Begun, W. H., Lombard, R. C., & Leconte, P. J.  (2007).  Assess for success: A practitioner’s handbook on transition assessment (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.
