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Pathways to Independence
Youth Benefits Counseling Project
What is the Youth Benefits Counseling Project?
This project has awarded grants to community agencies to provide Benefits Counseling Services to students and their families.  There are currently 10 sites serving CESA areas 1-7.  In 2007, 5 more sites will be added that will serve CESA areas 8-12.
What is Benefits Counseling?

Benefits Counseling can help students and families to better understand public benefits such as:

· Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) 

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

· Medicaid (MA), Medicare

· Food Stamps

· Subsidized Housing

Benefits Counseling will help students and families understand:

· Eligibility for such programs

· How and when to apply

· How work will affect eligibility

· Work Incentives built into the programs 

Who can get Benefits Counseling through this project?
Students who:

· Are 17 years old or a junior (11th grade) in school.
· Receive Survivor or Child’s Benefits, SSDI, SSI, or Katie Beckett Medicaid

· Attend school in CESA areas 1 through 7.
How do students find out more about this project?

To find out more about the project, students can contact an agency near them.  Attached is a list of the current provider sites.  Questions can also be directed to Terri Lannan, DHFS-Pathways, at (608) 264-9964 or lannatm@dhfs.state.wi.us .
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