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(Prepared for NSTTAC by Dr. Sharon Richter, Appalachian State University)

The 2004 reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) requires that “a public agency must provide
the child with a summary of the child's academic achievement and functional performance, which shall include recommendations on how to
assist the child in meeting the child's postsecondary goals...when a child graduates with a regular diploma or exceeds the age eligibility
under State law™ [300.305 (e) (3)). Despite the recent directive, federal mandates do not include instructions regarding completion of SOPs
for transitioning students with disabilities. Additionally, states are entitled to interpret federal laws individually and design procedures to
meet the minimum requirements accordingly, resulting in inconsistency across the field in terms of information included in SOPs.
Consequently, several professional organizations [e.g., Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD), Council for Exceptional
Children’s Division on Career Development and Transition (DCDT)] as well as collaborative groups of researchers have provided
suggestions for developing SOPs.

Setting standards for developing SOPs is critical as this document now serves asthe link between high school and post-secondary
experiences. Therefore, the SOP is the primary resource by which post-secondary agencies determine eligibility for services and
accommodations for students with disabilities. The purpose ofthis brief summary is to provide special education professionals and
researchers with guidelines and suggestions for completing SOPs to facilitate students’ successful transition to post-secondary life.

Banerjee, M., & Shaw, S. (2007). High-stakes test accommodations. Assessment for Effective Intervention, 32(3), 171-180.

« Indicates that SOPs may not provide sufficient information for students to substantiate eligibility for accommodations on high-stakes
tests in post-secondary settings.

« Discriminates between accommodations eligibility under IDEA and ADA.

e Provides a side-by side comparison of documentation needed for accommodation eligibility by the Educational Testing Service and
the College Board.

« Recommends several considerations for testing agencies determining eligibility for accommodations based on disability, including:
(a) multiple sources of information, (b) cross validation of disability across evidences, (c) statements about prior success with specific
accommodations, and (d) information about prior performance with and without accommodations.

Bowen, S., & Rude, H. (2006). Assessment and students with disabilities: Issues and challenges with educational reform. Rural Special
Education Quarterly, 25(3), 24-30.

« Indicates that a SOP should include a description of students’ academic, cognitive, and functional skills in the last year of high
school.

Consider these areas when preparing document. (2006, May). Special Education Report.

www.nsttac.orgfproducts_and_resources/SOPAnnotatedBibliography.aspx
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