The following information has been compiled to demonstrate the similarities between regular education programs of study and special education courses of study.  This information can be used to help streamline efforts among special education and guidance staff in schools to develop cohesive courses of study for students with disabilities that will assist them in meeting their postsecondary goals.

Programs of Study vs. Courses of Study

What is a Program of Study?
The term “program of study” is associated with the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006.  These programs of study must be incorporated into the school program for districts that wish to access Carl Perkins Grant funds. A program of study is a comprehensive, structured approach for delivering academic and career and technical education to prepare students for postsecondary education and career success.

Programs of study are developed for the following Career Clusters and Pathways:

1) Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources:  including Agribusiness Systems, Animal Systems, Environmental Service Systems, Food Products and Processing Systems, Natural Resources Systems, Plant Systems, and Power, structural and Technical Systems

2) Architecture and Construction:  including Construction, Design and Pre-Construction, and Maintenance and Operations

3) Arts, Audio/Video Technology and Communications:  including Audio and Video Technology and Film, Journalism and Broadcasting, Performing Arts, Printing Technology, Telecommunications, and Visual Arts

4) Business Management and Administration:  including Administrative Support, Business Information Management, General Management, Human Resources Management, and Operations Management

5) Education and Training:  including Administration and Administrative Support, Professional Support Services, and Teaching and Training

6) Finance:  including Accounting, Banking Services, Business Finance, Insurance, and Securities and Investments

7) Government and Public Administration:  including Foreign Service, Governance, National Security, Planning, Public Management and Administration, Regulation, and Revenue and Taxation

8) Health Science:  including Biotechnology Research and Development, Diagnostic Services, Health Information, Support Services, and Therapeutic Services

9) Hospitality and Tourism:  including Lodging, Recreation, Amusements and Attractions, Restaurants, and Food and Beverage Services, and Travel and Tourism

10) Human Services:  including Consumer Services, Counseling and Mental Health Services, Early Childhood Development and Services, Family and Community Services, and Personal Care Services

11) Information Technology:  including Information Support and Services, Network Systems, Programming and Software Development, and Web and Digital Communication

12) Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security:  including Correction Services, Emergency and Fire Management Services, Law Enforcement Services, Legal Services, and Security and Protective Services

13) Manufacturing:  including Health, Safety and Environmental Assurance, Logistics and Inventory Control, Maintenance, Installation and Repair, Manufacturing Production Process Development, Production, and Quality Assurance

14) Marketing:  including Marketing Communications, Marketing Management, Market Research, Merchandising, and Professional Sales

15) Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics:  including Engineering and Technology and Science and Mathematics

16) Transportation, Distribution and Logistics:  including Facility and Mobile Equipment Maintenance, Health, Safety and Environmental Management, Logistics Planning and Management Services, Sales and Service, Transportation Operations, Transportation Systems/Infrastructure Planning, Management and Regulation, and Warehousing and Distribution Center Operations

Programs of study provide students with the opportunity to learn about and within their desired career while still in high school.  By doing this, students are more likely to experience success in the postsecondary education and work environments. 

Wisconsin Comprehensive School Counseling Model (WCSCM)

The WCSCM is a program that has been developed to focus on nine Model Academic Standards in Wisconsin and how collaboration among schools, parents, and community can help students become productive workers, good citizens, and lifelong learners.  These goals are similar to the goals of the Programs of Study.

Model Academic Standards 

1) Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that contribute to successful learning in school and across the life span.

2) Students will develop the academic skills and attitudes necessary to make effective transitions from elementary to middle school, from middle school to high school and from high school to postsecondary options.

3) Students will understand how their academic experiences prepare them to be successful in the world of work, in their interpersonal relationships, and in the community.

4) Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes, and interpersonal skills to understand themselves and appreciate the diverse backgrounds and experiences of others.

5) Students will demonstrate effective decision-making, problem-solving, and goal-setting skills.

6) Students will understand and use safety and wellness skills.

7) Students will acquire the self-knowledge necessary to make informed career decisions.

8) Students will understand the relationship between educational achievement and career development.

9) Students will employ career management strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction.

The WCSCM has been designed to put a focus on encouraging academic, career, and personal/social development for all students.  The basic goals of comprehensive school counseling are to provide for student achievement and success, and to increase the options that students perceive for themselves.  This program also emphasizes collaboration among school counselors, faculty, parents, and community.

Another component of the WCSCM is the implementation of individualized planning and conferencing.  School counselors implementing this program help students plan, monitor, and manage their learning and personal and career development.  Students create an Individual Learning Plan that will help them to achieve their life, education, and career goals.

The impact of the WCSCM has been shown to be an increase in student appreciation for their education.  Students begin to understand the purpose of school as a way to build future career success, rather than simply as an obligation.

Special Education Courses of Study
The Course of Study is one of the requirements for the transition plans of students with disabilities under IDEA 2004.  According to Wisconsin DPI guidelines, the course of study is a listing of courses that align with the student’s measurable postsecondary goal.  While a one-to-one correspondence between classes and goals is not required, the overall focus of the courses the student takes should be one that assists the student in meeting his/her postsecondary goals. From an effective practice standpoint, the course of study is defined as:

A multi-year description of coursework to achieve the student’s desired post-school goals from the student’s current to anticipated exit year

(From: Storms, O’Leary, & Williams [2000] Transition requirements: A guide for states, districts, schools, universities, and families. Minneapolis, MN: Western Regional Resource Center)

The goal of the course of study for students with disabilities is to provide them with educational experiences and classes that will motivate these students to stay in school and achieve their postsecondary goals.  This makes the Course of Study component of the Individual Education Plan (IEP) process a mirror image of the WCSCM process, as well as of the intent of the Programs of Study under the Carl Perkins grant.

Teachers who write transition plans for their students with disabilities are encouraged to work with the school guidance counselor to develop a long-range course of study that will assist their students in meeting their postsecondary goals.  Both teachers and guidance counselors are committed to providing students with meaningful educational experiences that will help them to meet their goals and to achieve meaningful employment in the future.
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