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Get Involved!

Statewide Opportunities for Youth with Disabilities

Looking for ways to use your leadership and self-advocacy skills?  Here’s what’s going down in Wisconsin for you to get involved.  Contact info is included so you can get the 411.  

WI Community of Practice on Transition

Transition leaders from across the state get together 3 times a year to talk about how to make things better for youth with disabilities who are transitioning to adulthood. The group welcomes youth at the meetings so you can share your experiences to make things easier for other youth with disabilities.  

How can you participate?  Attend a meeting or give your ideas to a youth who can share them with the group if you can’t go.  Join the Youth Leadership and Development, Health, Families, Postsecondary or Employment Practice Groups, which typically meet by phone.  Meeting times are based on what works for the members.    

For more info, contact Ellen Cook at 608-267-3749 or ellen.cook@dpi.wi.gov  

A Gathering of Youth Conference

A conference just for you!  A Gathering of Youth runs alongside the Circles of Life main conference with one major difference - only youth are allowed to attend these sessions.  The conference is planned by youth, for youth.   

How can you participate?  Attend the conference or join the planning committee (all planning is done over the phone so youth from anywhere in the state can participate).  

For more info, contact Kirsten Engel at (608) 242-8484 or kasawisconsin@aol.com or check out the website www.wfv.org/circle/  

Kids As Self-Advocates (KASA)

KASA is a group of youth with disabilities who work together to advocate for change.  KASA is for youth by youth.  

How can you participate?  Start a chapter in your area or join an existing group to share your ideas!  Tell your friends about KASA and encourage them to join.  Talk to other KASA members to find out how you can be involved.  

For more info, contact Kirsten Engel at (608) 242-8484 or kasawisconsin@aol.com or check out the website www.fvkasa.org  

Statewide Youth Speakers Bureau

This is a list of youth from all over Wisconsin who are interested in speaking at a variety of events like conferences, meetings, and college classes about your experiences as a youth or young adult with a disability.  

How can you participate?  Sign up and tell your story!

For more information or to sign up, contact Caroline Leung at (608) 758-6232 ext. 333 or Cleung@cesa2.k12.wi.us  

Wisconsin Youth Leadership Forum (YLF)

The YLF is a 5-day leadership training program for high school students with disabilities who are motivated and active in their schools and communities.  Sharpen your leadership skills and become a recognized leader in your state.  Applications are made available in late fall each year – check with your school—or at: http://wsti.org/ylc.ylf.php
How can you participate?  Apply!  (The YLF is a competitive process)

For more information, contact Caroline Leung at (608) 758-6232 ext. 333 or at Cleung@cesa2.k12.wi.us.

Wisconsin Statewide Transition Initiative 

Youth Leadership Council (YLC)

The YLC is a group of youth with disabilities ages 18-28 who work with the WI Statewide Transition Initiative (WSTI) to promote youth involvement and youth leadership in schools and communities.  YLC members have 3 face-to-face meetings per year, along with several phone conferences.  YLC members also have the opportunity to participate in the WI Community on Transition, practice groups, and the WI Transition Conference.

How can you participate?  Apply!  You can download an application at:  http://wsti.org/ylc.php.  (The YLC is a competitive process and membership is limited)

For more information, contact Caroline Leung at (608) 758-6232 ext. 333 or at Cleung@cesa2.k12.wi.us.

YiPPE! Youth in Partnership with Parents for Empowerment

An opportunity for youth, ages 14 to 21, and their parents to learn about the transition process together over 6 weekends.  You’ll do hands on, fun activities to help you prepare for life after high school while your parents hear from speakers from all over the state.  You’ll also get to do fun stuff like go to a water park, amusement park and make cool, new friends.  New sessions start in October of each year. 

How can you participate?  Ask for more, tell your parents and sign up!   

For more information, contact Jenny Neugart at (608) 266-8778 or Jennifer.neugart@dhfs.wisconsin.gov
