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The Summary of Performance (SoP) has been a requirement to be completed for students with disabilities since the reauthorization of IDEA.  The Wisconsin Statewide Transition Initiative (WSTI) has been collecting data regarding the completion and use of the SoP via surveys and checklists.  

Data collected in previous years has focused on the completion of the SoP by school districts and its use by postsecondary education institutions as a tool for disability determination and request for accommodations.  In December, 2010, online surveys were conducted to gain new completion data from school districts, as well as to gain information on the use of the SoP in three main postsecondary environments.  To this end, surveys were sent to the following groups:

· School districts (surveys sent to Directors of Special Education

· Postsecondary education (surveys sent to Disability Service Coordinators in the WI Technical College System, UW System, and private/independent colleges)

· Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (surveys sent to DVR high school liaisons)

· Aging and Disability Resource Centers (surveys sent to ADRC Directors)

Each stakeholder group identified above was sent an online survey and directions for completing the survey.  Two weeks were allowed for survey completion.  Compiled survey results are as follows:

School District Survey






# of surveys completed:  70 (16% response rate)

School districts who answered the survey varied widely in size of district and geographic location in Wisconsin (as determined from questions 1 and 2 of the survey)

Question 3: What is the number of students with disabilities that exited your school district in the 2009-10 school year?


With a regular HS diploma?  



Total reported:  1,563


Due to reaching maximum age?


Total reported:  56

Question 4:  What is the number of exiting 2009-10 students with disabilities that have a Summary of Performance (SoP) in their file?


With a regular HS diploma?



Total reported:  1,289 (82%)


Due to reaching maximum age?


Total reported:  43 (77%)

Question 5:  What is the number of students with disabilities who exited in the 2009-10 school year and had a signed release on file with the school district to share SoP information with staff from a postsecondary institution or adult agency?


With a regular HS diploma?



Total reported:  355 (23%)


Due to reaching maximum age?


Total reported:  18 (32%)

*It should be noted that the SoP is required to be given to the student upon exit from school.  Districts responding to this question noted that the district might not have a release requesting the SoP because students might be responsible for sharing that information.  In addition, releases in students’ files might not have specifically requested the SoP.

Question 6:  Which Summary of Performance (SoP) form did your district use in the 2009-10 school year?


Effective practice (WSTI) form or other


     form customized for the district


Total reported:  30 (43%)

DPI Notice of Graduation form


Total reported:  40 (57%)

Question 7:  Select the option that BEST DESCRIBES the overall level of student involvement in the Summary of Performance for your district.

1) Students have very limited/minimal

contribution to the development of 

the SoP and are given limited/minimal

information about the SoP.


Total reported:  5 (7%)

2) Students contribute somewhat to the

development of the SoP and receive 

basic information on how to use the SoP

as they transition to adulthood.


Total reported:  31 (44%)

3) Students meaningfully contribute to 

the development of the SoP and are

knowledgeable as to how to use the SoP

as they transition to adulthood.


Total reported:  14 (20%)

4) Student involvement varies widely

across the district.



Total reported:  20 (29%)

Question 8:  How often do you receive requests from postsecondary education institutions or adult service agencies for the SoP?


Never






Total reported:  40 (57%)


Sometimes





Total reported:  26 (37%)


Often






Total reported:  4 (6%)


Always






Total reported:  0 (0%)

Question 9:  What other information do postsecondary education institutions or adult service agencies request from your district for students with disabilities transitioning from high school to adult life?


The most frequently repeated answers to this question included:

1) Current IEP

2) Re-evaluation

3) Updated testing

4) IQ/Achievement scores

5) Transcripts

6) Varies by institution

Question 10:  Any additional comments regarding the SoP?


Responses of note to this question include:

1) DPI’s SoP should not be attached to the Notice of Graduation---it is misleading when the SoP is completed earlier than the time of student exit.

2) It would be nice if this were part of the I-8 and not a separate piece that has to be completed.

3) We feel this is underutilized by agencies—more education for them needed.

4) Because students using the SoP have exited, we have limited information as to how much/how effectively the SoP is used.

5) More often students are taking their SoPs to technical colleges and universities and being told it isn’t necessary.

6) Useful to students in understanding their strengths and weaknesses and programming.
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) and Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) Survey Results

The surveys for these two groups were identical, so results are compiled in this section.  The survey was completed by 23 DVR high school liaisons, for a completion rate of approximately 19%; and 21 ADRC directors, for a completion rate of approximately 38%.  Those responding to the survey represented both urban and rural counties across the state (as determined by answers to question 1 of the survey).

Survey question results are identified as DVR and ADRC results.

Question 2:  Are you aware of the requirement that school districts have to provide students with a written Summary of Performance (SoP) upon graduation or exit from high school?


 (DVR)
Yes 





Total reported:  16 (70%)



No 
 




Total reported:  7 (30%)

            (ADRC)
Yes 





Total reported:  14 (67%)



No 





Total reported:  7 (33%)

Question 3:  Do you know what information is required to be included in the Summary of Performance?


(DVR)
Yes 





Total reported:  10 (44%)



No





Total reported:  13 (56%)

            (ADRC) Yes 





Total reported:  9 (43%)



No 





Total reported:  12 (57%)

Question 4:  Do students, parents, or school districts (with consent) share the Summary of Performance with you when they apply for services?


 (DVR) Never





Total reported:  8 (35%)



Sometimes




Total reported:  11 (48%)



Often





Total reported:  3 (13%)



Always





Total reported:  1 (4%)

            (ADRC) Never





Total reported:  9 (43%)



Sometimes




Total reported:  9 (43%)



Often





Total reported 3 (14%)

Question 5:  During the 2009-10 school year, what is the number of referrals your agency received for high school students according to the age of the student at the time of application?  Respondents reported a total of 869 referrals.


(DVR)
Age 16





Total reported:  226 (26%)



Age 17





Total reported:  376 (43%)



Age 18-21




Total reported:  267 (23%)

           (ADRC)
Age 16





Total reported:  4 (<1%)



Age 17





Total reported:  359 (56%)



Age 18-21




Total reported:  285 (44%)


*Two ADRC directors did not share referral information for this question

Question 6:  During the 2009-10 school year (from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010), what is the number of SoPs you have received for students with disabilities?



DVR only




Total reported:  94 (35%)

 Question 7:  Rank the information that helps you determine eligibility, from most to least important, with 1 being the most important.  If you use a piece of information that is not listed please include it in “other” and rank appropriately.

*See chart including rankings from all 3 postsecondary environments near the end of this report.

Question 8:  For the items listed in the question above, where do you get this information?


(DVR)
IEP





Total selected:  23 (100%)



SoP





Total selected:  9 (39%)



Additional agency testing


Total selected:  14 (61%)



Parent/student



Total selected:  17 (74%)



Medical reports



Total selected:  19 (83%)

           (ADRC)
IEP





Total selected:  17 (81%)



SoP





Total selected:  7 (33%)



Additional agency testing


Total selected:  16 (76%)



Parent/student



Total selected:  20 (95%)



Medical reports



Total selected:  20 (95%)

*Other items provided include:  Social Security, sheltered workshop, psychological reports, and guardianship papers

Question 9:  When is this information necessary to make eligibility determinations?


(DVR)
At initial referral for services


Total selected:  23 (100%)



When the student completes high



school (if later than referral date)

Total selected:  0 (0%)

          (ADRC)
At initial referral for services


Total selected:  20 (95%)



When the student completes high



school (if later than referral date)

Total selected:  1 (5%)

* ADRC directors noted in this question that the paperwork/evaluation  process drives determination---the date of eligibility determination falls somewhere between these two options for most clients.

Question 10:  Any additional comments?


DVR responses to this question include:

1) There continues to be a problem with some students first applying to DVR a few months before they graduate.

2) School staff need to be more aware of the TAG and best practices.  They need to understand that parental involvement in the DVR process is important.  Invitations to IEPs for new referrals.  Transition goals need to be more specific and attainable.

3) Important the student has all of the supports he/she can obtain to be a part of his/her team for a successful outcome.

ADRC responses to this question include:

1) We anticipate that we will be getting more referrals as people become more aware of the ADRC and what role we play.

2) Schools are doing less IQ testing and citing previous evaluations instead.

3) Students need to contact us earlier.  The process of transition a student with the ADRC should occur during junior year so we can participate in planning

Postsecondary Education Survey Results

Postsecondary education was first surveyed about the use of the SoP in the Spring of 2010.  Surveys were sent to disability service staff at each WTCS campus, UW campus, and private/independent college in Wisconsin.  The response rate for that survey was 39%.

In an effort to have “same-year” data from all postsecondary environments that could be receiving the SoP, another survey for postsecondary education was developed and sent to the same group in December, 2010.  The response rate was less than 5%.  Two technical colleges and one UW campus answered the survey, as determined from question 1.

Question 2:  What is the number of students with disabilities ages 18-21 years old who enrolled at your institution during the 2009-10 school year?









Total reported:  1338

Question 3: For those students with disabilities who were 18-21 years old during the 2009-10 school year, what is the number of Summaries of Performance (SoPs) that were provided?









Total reported:  500 (37%)

Question 4: Rank the information that help you determine eligibility, from most to least important, with 1 being the most important.  If you use a piece of information that is not listed please include it in “other” and rank appropriately.

*See chart including rankings from all 3 postsecondary environments near the end of this report.

Question 5:  For the items in the previous question, where do you get this information?



IEP





Total selected:  100%



SoP





Total selected:  25%



Assessment reports



Total selected:  75%



Additional testing



Total selected:  50%

Question 6:  When is this information necessary to make eligibility determinations?



During the application process

Total selected:  75%



During the admissions process

Total selected: 25%

Question 7:  Who do you consider “qualified” to document that a disability exists for the student?


Director of Special Education


Total selected:  50%


Special Ed. Teacher/Transition Coordinator

Total selected:  0%


School Psychologist




Total selected:  75%


Medical Doctor




Total selected:  75%


Clinical Psychologist




Total selected:  75%

Question 8:  How do you promote the use of the SoP to assist in making disability determination decisions?


Formally request that the student provide


the SoP as a required/highly recommended

document in the application/admissions

process for students with disabilities along 

with other required documents.


Total selected:  25%

Follow up with an informal request to the 

student for the SoP document if it was not 

provided during the application/admissions 

process.





Total selected:  0%

Collaborate with teachers from local districts 

so they know what information my institution 

needs included in the SoP in order to make 

disability determination under ADA.

Total selected:  25%

Send a notice to local districts annually 

asking them to inform students of the need 

for the Summary of Performance during the 

applications/admissions process.


Total selected:  0%

Not applicable




Total selected:  50%

Additional comments from postsecondary education, both in this survey and the Spring 2010 survey emphasize that the SoP, if received, often does not contain complete information.

Compiled Results from all Postsecondary Environments

Question:  Rank the information that helps you determine eligibility, from most to least important, with 1 being the most important.  If you use a piece of information that is not listed, please include it in “other” and rank appropriately.

Item


   
                                 DVR Rank         ADRC Rank         PSE Rank

	Demographic information which includes primary and secondary disability (ies)
	4
	2
	5

	*Summary of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance
	5
	4
	4 (tie)

	Effective accommodations and modifications
	3
	5
	4 (tie)

	*Recommendations for the student to reach his/her postsecondary goals.
	6
	6
	6

	Up to date diagnosis of disability from the school district.
	1
	1
	1

	Statement of impact the student’s disability has on his/her learning.
	2
	3
	3

	Other
	7 (teacher consults, grades, medical information)
	7 (IQ, info from Social Security and medical professionals, financial info)
	7 (medical reports)


*Information required on the SoP by IDEA law

Conclusions and Recommendations

After considering the survey data, the following conclusions were drawn:

1) The SoP is being completed by school districts at an improved rate, but not to 100% compliance.

2) Communication of the use of the SoP to students is an area in need of improvement.

3) Communication between high schools and postsecondary environments regarding SoP information needs to improve to clarify use of the document and important information to include.

4) SoP required information (determined from IDEA) and information deemed important by postsecondary environments are not given the same weight. 

5) A statement of the impact a student’s disability has on student success is valuable at the postsecondary level.

The following actions are recommended and are included in the 2011-12 WSTI work plan:

1) Continue professional development to school districts on the completion of the SoP, incorporating information deemed important by postsecondary environments.

2) Develop an SoP checklist for school district personnel to evaluate SoPs for critical elements.

3) Develop a practice group in conjunction with the WI Community on Transition to address issues of communication with postsecondary environments and school districts.

4) Continue to revise effective practice SoP forms to include information requested from postsecondary environments and to reflect changes in PK-12 education, including the implementation of Common Core Standards into the summary of academic achievement.

5) Explore the impact that special education changes (ie: SLD criteria) will have on disability documentation efforts between high schools and postsecondary environments.

